1818 French Chapter

Visit to Burgundy (Oct 22-24, 2010)

As planned, our group of the 1818 French Chapter gathered in Beaune, Burgundy, on October 22 for our traditional Fall outing. Our reunion was marred by the strikes in France which caused the cancellation of several participants. Nevertheless about 40 of us met in Beaune for a memorable series of events in and around the capital city of Burgundy wine. Our program was very full and exciting, with a succession of visits to wine producers, famous tourist sites, and gastronomic occasions.
We started with a visit of the small, typical family estate of Domaine Comte Senard in Aloxe-Corton, the birthplace of Isabelle Lafourcade, with a good visit of the vineyard, a wonderful meal with tasting of several wines, chaperoned by producer Philippe Senard and his wife Béatrice. We then moved back to Beaune with a brief visit of the city, a beautiful jewel of a small town, full of history and nice Renaissance type buildings. In the evening we were hosted by Maison Remoissenet, a well-known local wine business whose manager is Pierre-Antoine Rovani, a world expert on wine and former right-hand man to famous international wine critic Robert Parker. Pierre-Antoine is the son of our colleague Yves Rovani, a former senior manager at the Bank whose last position before retirement was that of Director General of OED. Pierre-Antoine offered us a wonderful tasting of several of his wines, along with complete and fascinating explanations on his wine making business.
The next day we had a terrific visit of another star in the wine business in Beaune, Maison Jadot, with a sumptuous lunch and wine tasting session in a magnificent recently renovated building, a former chapel from the Renaissance times. The lunch was followed by a visit of the extraordinary huge underground vaulted cellars where thousands upon thousands of bottles are stacked, some of them from the early 19th century. We then visited the famous Hospice de Beaune, a former hospital, one of the most visited places in France, with its gorgeous painted roofs and the outstanding polyptic painting “The Last Judgment” by Flemish painter Rogier van der Weyden (15th century). In the evening, we held our traditional “diner de gala” in a beautiful restaurant a few miles away from Beaune, with delicious food and another round of great wines.

On Sunday, we went off by bus on the “wine road” from Beaune to Chateau du Clos de Vougeot. The vineyards along the roads have their splendid trademark autumn  colors giving the area its well deserved name of the Gold Coast (Côte d’Or). And the magnificent Clos de Vougeot, a former huge wine making building started by nearby monks many centuries ago, is well worth its reputation. It is now the seat of the Confrérie des Chevaliers du Tastevin, a worldwide association of Burgundy wine lovers (and producers), where they hold periodical elegant dinners for the celebration and promotion of Burgundy wine.
We finished our tour in a nearby nice restaurant with another great lunch with some more good wine, before everyone left for home. In the end, and as usual, this was a great gathering of old friends, many of whom came from far away: Belgium, Germany, UK, Italy, US. An occasion to touch base, meet new friends, talk about the Bank, the world, and of course… wine.
