The 1818 French Chapter organized its annual trip over the week-end of September 23-25 as planned. The destination this year was the Touraine region, rich in history, with beautiful places to visit, well known to many because of its wealth of Renaissance chateaux and other magnificent sites. Our group of 35 was made of French members of our association but also was strengthened by a strong cohort of non-French participants coming from Germany, Belgium, UK, and the US. The program was diversified as usual, but very much focused on places that many were not at all familiar with. Based in Amboise on the Loire River, the group visited the Chateau d’Amboise and the famous Chateau du Clos Lucé where Leonardo da Vinci spent the last three years of his life as a guest of King François 1er. We then visited the Cathedral of Tours, and had the privilege of visits of private chateaux at Nitray, La Vallière (beautiful home of Madame de La Valliere, a famous protégée of King Louis XIV), and Chateau Valmer, with its glorious gardens. We benefited from the guidance and experience of several local personalities who shared with us their passion for this beautiful region. Over the three days, there were plenty of gastronomic and oenological high points, including a splendid Diner de Gala at Chateau de Nitray, and visits of several vineyards of the Vouvray wine region. The group seemed to have enjoyed greatly this traditional gathering, with its usual touch of conviviality, exchanges of good memories from the times at the Bank, old-timers happy to meet again and to welcome several newcomers. Pictures and a more detailed account will be posted soon on our website: www.1818france.org 
